How to Establish

a U.S. Department of Peace
Presented by the Americans for a

Department of Peace (AFDOP)
AFDOP is a group of committed San Diego county citizens who


are taking action to facilitate the creation of a Department of Peace.

Inspiration:

“It is time that we become as sophisticated at waging peace as we 


have become at waging war.” Marrianne Williamson

Most Americans are surprised to learn that there is a Bill in Congress

that would establish a cabinet-level “Department of Peace”.  The

Department of Peace would have jurisdiction internationally and


domestically.  Abroad, it would provide the President with a full array

of options for non-violent resolution of conflict and highly sophist-


icated peacemaking strategies for post-war stabilization, such as those

so sorely lacking in Iraq.


Here in the U.S., the Department of Peace would have jurisdiction to

address drug and gang violence, school bullying, prison reform and

domestic abuse.  Government agencies addressing these problems,


currently scattered among various departments, would be coordinated


under one umbrella to increase efficiency and effectiveness.  Patterned

after the military academies, the Department of Peace would establish

a Peace Academy where students would learn peaceful conflict

resolution skills and, after graduation, would serve in peace-related


postings here at home or abroad. You can play an active role in turning

the Department of Peace Bill into law.
Dept of Peace Campaign Actions and Contacts
	Actions and Events
	Details and Contacts

	1.
Read the Dept of Peace bill.
	See webpage, www.thepeacealliance.org/content/blogcategory/15/23/.

	2.
Write, Phone, or Visit your Representative and Senators asking them to support the bill in the House or to introduce it in the Senate.
	See provided letter template at end of this document.  To find your Congressional Representative and Senator office addresses and phone numbers, go to www.congress.org.

	3.
Create a Student Peace Alliance chapter at the school you attend or teach at.
	See webpage, www.thepeacealliance.org/content/blogcategory/72/190/.

	4.
Attend Dept of Peace planning meetings in your area.
	See webpage, http://www.thepeacealliance.org/organize/.

	5.
Create your own Spiritually Motivated Social Action group dedicated to establishing a Dept of Peace.
	Contact Christine Elliot (christine@afdop.org) and John McNeil (jmcneil@pacificpulp.com) for details. 

	6.
Create a Kids for Peace group which sends "peace packs" to kids in other countries, supports and promotes the Dept. of Peace Campaign, and provides opportunities for Kids to learn early about peaceful solutions to the world's, and their own, challenges. 
	Contact Jill McManigal (sdkids4peace@aol.com) for details.

	7.
Donate money to the Peace Alliance which is the national organization coordinating efforts across all 50 states to establish a Dept of Peace.  Be a one-time or monthly donor.
	See webpage, www.thepeacealliance.org, for info.  It’s under the “Donate” option when you put cursor over the words on left “Act Now!”. 


Violence Statistics*

a U.S. Department of Peace
-
A recent World Health Organization report estimated the
cost of interpersonal violence in the U.S. (excluding war


 
related costs) at $300 billion a year.
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-
The health-related costs of rape, physical assault,
stalking and homicide committed by intimate partners


AFDOP is a group of committed San Diego county citizens who

exceed $5.8 billion each year. Of that amount, nearly


are taking action to facilitate the creation of a Department of Peace.
$4.1 billion are for direct medical and mental health care



services, and nearly $1.8 billion are for the indirect costs



of lost productivity or wages.


Inspiration:
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2003

“It is time that we become as sophisticated at waging peace as we 



 have become at waging war.” Marrianne Williamson
  -
In the U.S., youth homicide rates are more than 10 times
 
that of other leading industrialized nations, on par with


the rates in developing countries and those experiencing

Most Americans are surprised to learn that there is a Bill in Congress
rapid social and economic changes. The youth homicide

that would establish a cabinet-level “Department of Peace”.  The
rate in the U.S. stood at 11.0 per 100,000 compared to

Department of Peace would have jurisdiction internationally and
France (0.6 per 100 000), Germany (0.8 per 100 000),

domestically.  Abroad, it would provide the President with a full array
the United Kingdom (0.9 per 100 000) and Japan

of options for non-violent resolution of conflict and highly sophist-
(0.4 per 100 000).

icated peacemaking strategies for post-war stabilization, such as those
World Health Organization 2002

so sorely lacking in Iraq.
-
Over 70 percent of School Resource Officers surveyed

Here in the U.S., the Department of Peace would have jurisdiction to
felt that aggressive behavior in elementary school

address drug and gang violence, school bullying, prison reform and
children has increased in their districts in the past five

domestic abuse.  Government agencies addressing these problems,
years.

currently scattered among various departments, would be coordinated
National Association of School Resource Officers, 2003

under one umbrella to increase efficiency and effectiveness.  Patterned


after the military academies, the Department of Peace would establish


a Peace Academy where students would learn peaceful conflict
*
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postings here at home or abroad. You can play an active role in turning



the Department of Peace Bill into law.
Template for your letter to your 

Congressional RepRESENTATIVE or Senator:

Your name

Your address

Date, year

Congresswoman / Congressman / Senator their name
Local District office address

Dear Congresswoman / Congressman / Senator their name,

Sentence 1: 
This letter is to urge you to...

OR 
I am writing to request that you…

OR
The reason for this letter is to encourage you to...

For Congress persons, use below text indicating H.R. 808 bill:

co-sponsor Bill number H.R. 808 to establish a cabinet-level Department of Peace and Nonviolence.

For Senators, use below text:

introduce a Bill into the Senate to establish a cabinet-level Department of Peace and Nonviolence. 
Sentence 2: 
I understand that… 

OR 
My information is that…

OR 
It is expected that…

H.R. 808 was reintroduced into the House of Representatives on February 5, 2007, to establish a Department of Peace and Nonviolence. 
Sentence 3: 
I am personally concerned that...

OR 
I strongly feel that…

OR
It is time that we….

Fill in the blank: 
_______________________________________________________________.

Sentence 4: 
The Department of Peace and Nonviolence Bill will …

OR 
The proposed Department of Peace and Nonviolence would…

OR 
The DOP Bill contains provisions to…

Fill in the blank with something abut the Bill that links to your Sentence 3: 

_______________________________________________________________ .

Sentence 5: 
I genuinely appreciate the role you play in shaping our country.

OR 
Thank you for all you do as our representative in Washington.

OR 
Thank you for your efforts to make peace a reality in our lifetime. 

Respectfully, OR Warm regards, OR Sincerely,

Sign here

Print your name legibly under your signature
