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Bill introduced in congress to establish

U.S. Department Of Peace
In the halls of Congress landmark legislation will be re-introduced on September 14th, 2005 by Congressman Dennis Kucinich (D-OH) and 55 co-sponsors to establish a cabinet level Department of Peace.  Thousands of citizens around the nation are working to support this legislation, organized by The Peace Alliance.  Hundreds will be in Washington D.C. for the annual conference as the bill is re-introduced, to meet with their members of congress to encourage their support of this legislation. Speakers will include such prominent public figures as Walter Cronkite, Patch Adams, Jonathan Schell and more.

The purpose of the Department would be to research, facilitate and implement on a broad scale new and currently existing nonviolent solutions to domestic and international conflicts. The Department would provide the American president with a much-needed complement to a problem-solving approach dealing primarily with symptomatic rather than causal, underlying issues. The Dept. of Peace legislation systematically applies the power of peace to the eradication of root causes of violence. 

Over the course of history people have always dreamed of peace, but we have never had a broad-reaching, well-funded, systemic structure to help make it a reality.  We know that as a nation, now is the time that we must cultivate a real and lasting peace - the consequences of not doing so are almost too difficult to imagine. Nuclear proliferation has created a critical need for the interruption of current cycles of violence.  Nuclear arsenals -- those both friendly and hostile to the United States -- are susceptible to terrorist attack or theft.  Domestically, criminal and domestic violence places intense financial pressure on city, county, and state government budgets.  Examples: 80% of all police runs in the City of Detroit are in response to domestic violence; American taxpayers spend over $40 billion per year on prisons and incarceration.
We Need a Department of Peace …
· To teach violence prevention and mediation to America’s school children

· To effectively treat and dismantle gang psychology

· To rehabilitate the prison population 

· To build peace-making efforts among conflicting cultures both here and abroad

· To support our military with complementary approaches to ending violence
By understanding and addressing the root causes of violence, we can predict and ameliorate a myriad of hostilities, improve national security, ease the burden and state and local governments, help protect human rights, and prevent and de-escalate armed international conflict.  Not only will the Department of Peace be strong policy, but it will save the American taxpayers billions of dollars as well.  The time for a Department of Peace is now.  It just makes sense.

The movement is indeed growing.  Since it’s inception just last December, The Peace Alliance now has local unaffiliated chapters in 43 states, and over 235 congressional districts, all working to persuade Congress to adopt the legislation when it is introduced this coming September.
"There really is no department within our government that looks at alternatives to war," says Rep. Barbara Lee, (D-CA) "This is a department whose time has come." 

“The time for peace is now! This continued downward spiral of violence must stop to ensure that in the future we will live in peace and harmony. “ Congressman Dennis Kucinich (D-OH)
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